
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1324

Main Petitioner: Sofiah MacLeod, Scottish Palestine Solidarity Campaign 

Subject: Israel’s Contribution to Medicine, Science and Technology 
Exhibition at the Scottish Parliament 

Calls on the Parliament to cancel the Israel’s Contribution to Medicine, 
Science and Technology exhibition scheduled to run in the Scottish 
Parliament from 27-29 April 2010.   

 

Background 

An exhibition by the Scottish Friends of Israel is scheduled to take place in the 
Garden Lobby of the Parliament between 27 and 29 April 2010.  The 
exhibition seeks to provide information about Israel’s contribution to the areas 
of science, medicine and technology to MSPs. 

In the background material submitted with the petition, the Petitioner 
described the exhibition as, “…nothing more than a shameless PR exercise to 
promote Israel in a positive light” and the holding of the exhibition in the 
Scottish Parliament to be part of a ‘Brand Israel’ strategy being pursued by the 
Israeli Foreign Ministry.  The Petitioner highlights the report of the 3-month 
‘UN Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict’1 and its conclusions that: 

“… serious violations of international human rights and humanitarian 
law were committed by Israel in the context of its military operations in 
Gaza from December 27, 2008 to January 18, 2009, and that Israel 
committed actions amounting to war crimes, and possibly crimes 
against humanity.   

The Mission also found that Palestinian armed groups had committed 
war crimes, as well as possibly crimes against humanity”2. 

 

 
                                            
1 http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/FactFindingMission.htm
2 Executive Summary of the ‘UN Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict’: 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/docs/HRCPressRelease290
92009.doc

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1324.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/FactFindingMission.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/docs/HRCPressRelease29092009.doc
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/docs/HRCPressRelease29092009.doc


The petitioner believes that: 

“Hosting this exhibition in the Scottish Parliament potentially implicates 
all of us in a whitewashing of Israeli crimes. Cancellation will send a 
clear message that Scots oppose the heinous crimes of Israel so 
meticulously flagged up by Judge Goldstone”. 

Scottish Parliament Action 

Members of the Scottish Parliament may sponsor small-scale exhibitions in 
the Garden Lobby or Members' Lobby to provide information or highlight 
relevant issues to other Members.  Members are fully entitled to sponsor 
exhibitions in the Members' areas of the Parliament which have a relevance to 
their parliamentary or constituency role and the decision to sponsor a 
particular topic or organisation is the responsibility of the sponsoring Member. 
Exhibitions provide information on themes such as health, education, the 
environment, business, culture, heritage and international connections.  

Ken Macintosh MSP is sponsoring an exhibition by Scottish Friends of Israel 
in the Scottish Parliament between 27 and 29 April, entitled Israel’s 
Contribution to Medicine, Science and Technology. The purpose of the 
exhibition is to provide information about Israel's contribution to the areas of 
science, medicine and technology to MSPs. It will be on display in the Garden 
Lobby, in an area of the building that is not freely accessible to non-pass 
holders. This is the only exhibition concerning Israel that is currently 
scheduled to take place at the Parliament.  

 
 
Stephen Herbert 
Senior Research Specialist 
30 March 2010 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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